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To  the  Norman  Gross  Rural  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  presenting  my  Fifteenth  Annual  Report  upon 
the  health  and  sanitary  conditions  of  the  District  for  the  year 
ended  December  31st  1972. 

The  District  lies  mainly  to  the  South  of  the  City  of 
Peterborough  running  accross  the  County  from  East  to  West* 

The  main  industries  are  agriculture,  brick  making  and 
engineering  and  there  are  two  poultry  processing  premises.  Many 
of  those  who  live  in  the  District  find  their  employment  in 
Peterborough. 

The  Registrar  General's  estimate  of  the  mid-1972  population 
was  12,700  an  increase  of  720  over  the  previous  year. 

There  were  226  live  births  during  the  year.  This  gave  a  crude 
birth  rate  of  17.8  per  1,000  of  the  population,  and  an  adjusted 
rate  of  16.4.  The  birth  rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  14.8  per  1,000 
population. 

There  were  5  illegitimate  live  births,  which  was  2%  of  all  live 
births.  For  England  and  Wales  as  a  whole  the  illegitimate  live 
births  reached  9%. 

Two  infant  deaths  occurred,  the  infant  mortality  rate  being  9 
per  1,000  live  birtus  as  against  a  national  figure  of  17. 

There  were  6  still -births  and  this  year  the  Perinatal  Mortality 
Rate  was  30  per  1,000  total  births  as  against  a  national  figure  of 
22  per  1,000. 

There  were  102  deaths  during  the  year,  54  males  and  48  females. 
The  crude  death  rate  was  8  and  the  adjusted  rate  10.4  pe*  1,000 
population.  For  England  and  Wales  the  death  rate  was  12.1  per  1,000. 

This  year  again  there  was  little  infectious  disease  which  is 
most  gratifying  and  shows  the  immense  value  of  the  Immunisation 
Programme,  which  has  been  pursued  for  a  number  of  years. 

Immunisation  must  not  be  neglected  in  the  future  or  any  of  the 
infectious  diseases  could  return. 

I  am  most  grateful  to  the  members  of  the  Council  and  their 
Officers  and  Staff  for  all  the  help  which  they  have  given  to  me 
during  the  year  and  throughout  the  time  that  I  have  been  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  to  the  District. 
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Area 


STATISTICS..  AI  D  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AflEA 

35,795  Acres 

Estimated  Population  (mid  1972)  12,  700 

Density  of  persons  per  acre  .35 

Number  of  Inhabited  houses,  end  of  1972  4,574 

Bateable  Value,  3l/l2/?2  £456,231 

Value  of  A  New  Penny  Pate,  31/3/72  £4,259 

VITAL  STATISTICS 

Live  Births  226 

Live  birth  rate  per  1,000  population  17. 8 

Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent  of  total  live  births  2 
Still-births  6 

Still-births  rate  per  1,000  live  and  still-births  26 

Total  live  and  still-births  232 

Infant  deaths  2 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births  -  total  9 

Perinatal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  total  births  30 

Maternal  deaths  (including  abortion)  NIL 

Maternal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  and  still-births  NIL 
Death  rate  per  1,000  population  8.0 

Deaths  from  Cancer  including  Leukaemia  26 

Malignant  neoplasm,  Lung,  Bronchus  2 

Ischaemic  Heart  Disease  23 
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Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2018  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 


https://archive.org/details/b29912477 


INFANT  DEATHS 


Actual  number  of  deaths 

jRates  all  infants  per 
1,000  live  births 


1967 

1968 

1969 

1970 

1971 

1972 

iT 

6 

3 

3 

1 

4 

2 

28 

14 

16 

5 

17 

9 

Comparison  of  rates  with  those  of  England  and  Hales 


Per  1,000  Population 

Per  1,000 
Live  births 

Per  1,000 

Total  births 

Live 

Adjusted 

Crude 

Adjusted 

Infantile 

Still 

Birth 

Birth 

Death 

Death 

mortality 

Births 

Bate 

Bate 

Bate 

Bate 

Bate 

Bate 

Norman  Cross 

R.D.C. 

17.8 

16.4 

8.0 

10.4 

9 

26 

England  and 
Wales 

14.8 

14.8 

12.1 

12.1 

17 

12 

Comparability  Factor  for  Births  0.92 
Comparability  Factor  for  Deaths  1.30 

The  comparability  factors  are  figures  by  which  the  crude 
birth  and  death  rates  need  to  be  multiplied  so  as  to  find  the 
adjusted  rates.  The  adjusted  rates  are  then  comparable  with  the 
rates  for  England  and  Wales  or  the  adjusted  rates  of  any  other 
place  in  the  Country.  The  Begistrar  General  calculates  the 
factors  from  information  available  to  him  concerning  amongst 
other  things  the  age  and  sex  structure  of  the  population. 
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The  following  table  shows  the  classification  of  deaths  from  all 
causes  (Registrar  General's  Figures) j- 


CAUSES  OF  DEATHS 

Enteritis  and  other  Diarrhoeal  Diseases 
Malignant  neoplasm.  Buccal  Cavity 
Malignant  neoplasm,  Stomach 
Malignant-  neoplasm,  Lung,  Bronchus 
Malignant  neoplasm,  Breast 
Malignant  neoplasm,  Uterus 
Malignant  neoplasm,  Prostate 
Leukaemia 

Other  malignant  neoplasms 

Diabetes  Mellitus 

Other  endocrine  etc.  diseases 

Other  diseases  of  Nervous  System 

Chronic  Rheumatic  Heart  Disease 

Hypertensive  Disease 

Ischaemic  Heart  Disease 

Other  forms  of  Heart  Disease 

Cerebrovascular  Disease 

Other  Diseases  of  Circulatory  System 

Pne  umonia 

Bronchitis  and  Emphysema 
Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System 
Intestinal  Obstruction  and  Hernia 
Other  Diseases  of  Digestive  System 
Nephritis  and  nephrosis 
Hyperplasia  of  Prostate 
Diseases  of  Musculo-skeletal  system 
Congenital  Anomalies 
All  other  accidents 

Total  All  Causes 


Male  Female  Total 


1-1 

1-1 

1  4  5 

112 
-11 
-11 
1-1 
12  3 

8  4  12 

-11 
1-1 
1-1 
112 
2-2 

16  7  23 

2  4  6 

6  8  14 

2  13 

5  3  S 

2  2  4 

-11 
-11 
-11 

1  1 

1-1 
-11 

2  2 

112 


54  48  102 
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The  following  table  gives  the  incidence  of  notifiable  diseases 
(other  than  tuberculosis)  in  the  area  during  1972. 


Total  Deaths 

Gases  admitted 
to  Hospital 

H 

65  &  upwards 

45-65 

35-45 

20-35 

15-20 

I — 1 

10-15 

H 

5-10 

rH 

cv 

4-5 

rH 

3-4 

H 

1 — i 

2-3 

rH 

1-2 

Under  1  year 

rH 

TOTAL 

vO 

CV 

vO 

H 

DISEASE 

Smallpox 

Scarlet  Fever 

fc —  --  ■  -  - _  -  .  . 

Diphtheria 

CQ 

0 

1 — 1 

m 

d 

0 

■. 

.r! 

d 

0 

0 

on 

£ 

•H 

P-, 

O 

O 

§ 

Poliomyelitis 

Jaundice 

CD 

•H 

-P 

•H 

fciO 

£ 

•H 

£ 

0 

0 

-P 

d 

0 

Food  Poisoning 

Dysentery 

Tetanus 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


NEW  CASES 

...  .. 

DEATHS 

AGE  PERIOD 

Non 

Non 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

0-1 

- 

— 

- 

mm 

- 

- 

- 

1  -  5 

— 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

5  -  15 

— 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

- 

- 

15  -  25 

— 

- 

- 

- 

— 

- 

— 

- 

25  -  35 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

35  -  45 

— 

1 

— 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

45  -  55 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

55  -  65 

65  and 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

- 

upwards 

TOTAL 

- 

1 

— 

- 

— 

- 
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I  am. 

Your  obedient  servant 
PHILIP  V.  CANT, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health, 


The  Child  Health  Centre, 
Whittlesey  Road, 
Stanground, 

Nr.  Peterborough,  FE2  8RB. 
Tel.  Peterborough  68010. 
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Surveyor  &  Public  Health  Inspector’s  Office, 


12  Priestgate, 

Peterborough,  PEI  1HZ. 
31st  September  1973* 

TO  2  The  medical  Officer  of  Health 
Sir, 


I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  Twenty  Third  Annual  Report, 
for  the  year  ended  31st  December  1972. 

HOUSING ;  The  number  of  new  dwellings  built  since  1945  is  as  follows 

(a )  BY  THE  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 

Up  to  31st  December  1970  during  1971  during  1972 

Alwalton  42  xxorborne  4  Stibbington  10  Stibbington  10 

Chesterton  2  Orton  Longueville  6  Yaxley  44 

Elton  40  Orton  Waterville  14 

Farcet  127  Stibbington  2 

Folksworth  2  Stilton  89 

Glatton  4  Yaxley  198 

Holme  34  Yaxley  (Flatlets)  29  „  __ 

593  10  54  =  6£Z 

With  the  87  pre-war  and  war-time  houses,  the  Council  now  own  744  dwellings. 

Under  Construction  at  31.12.1972  -  16  Flats  at  Yaxley 

Plans  approved  or  in  preparation : - 

i 

Sites  at  Yaxley,  Farcet,  Stilton  and  Stibbington. 

(b)  BY  FRIVAIE  DEVELOPERS 

The  number  of  dwellings  completed  from  January  1947  to  December  1971  is 


as  follows 

HOUSES 

FLATS 

BUNGALOWS 

TOTAL 

1185 

9 

793 

1987 

8. 
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Completed  during  1972 


PARISH 

HOUSES 

FLATS 

BUNGALOWS 

TOTALS 

Alwalton 

1 

1 

2 

Elton 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Farcet 

2 

— 

1 

3 

Glatton 

— 

— 

3 

3 

Holme 

3 

— 

— 

3 

Orton  Longueville 

2 

— 

1 

3 

Orton  Waterville 

17 

1 

1 

19 

Stibbington 

1 

- 

- 

1 

Stilton 

75 

— 

- 

75 

Yaxley 

104 

5 

14 

123 

206 

6 

21 

233 

Total  private  dwellings 

erected  since 

1947  -  2, 

220. 

Private  dwellings  under  construction  at  31st  December  1972 
197  houses,  7  bungalows  and  1  flat  =  205  dwellings. 

PRIVATE  ENTERPRISE  HOUSING 


The  number  of  new  private  properties  completed  in  this  district 
during  1972  is  again  a  record,  but  towards  the  end  of  the  ye ar  prices 
commenced  to  rise  dramatically  and  the  new  starts  began  to  fall  very 
slightly.  However,  in  view  of  the  rise  in  number  of  plans  deposited  as 
compared  with  1971  (542  as  against  386)  and  particularly  the  number  of 
outline  applications  (114  as  against  59),  there  seems  little  fear  that 
completions  will  fall  dramatically  as  long  as  the  supplies  of  materials 
and  finance  are  maintained.  As  work  in  the  Orton  area  decreases,  further 
sites  are  being  developed  at  Yaxley  and  Stilton  as  is  shown  in  the  table 
above.  There  is  ample  land  in  the  district  scheduled  for  residential  use, 
to  enable  the  demand  to  be  met  for  several  years.  Although,  as  always, 
the  individual  plot  is  difficult  to  find,  the  numbers  built  continue  to 
increase  steadily. 

The  number  of  alterations  and  additions  to  private  properties 
also  shows  a  steady  increase. 

Details  of  plans  and  applications  submitted  during  the  year  are 
as  follows  i- 


Hew  Houses 

48 

New  Accesses 

7  Petrol  Filling 

Bungalows 

11 

Alterations  &  Additions  125  Stations 

1 

Garden, Tool, 

Greenhouses  and 

Drainage 

23 

Store  Sheds 

4 

Oonservatories 

29  Estate  layouts 

11 

Agricultural 

Electricity  Lines 

9  Offices 

3 

buildings 

14 

Caravan  Applications 

12  miscellaneous 

39 

Garages 

66 

School  classrooms 

^  TOTAL 

Outline  Applications  114 

Shops 

Hot ices  and  Signs 

8 

Factories 

11 

9. 
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COUNCIL  HOUSE  BUILDING 


Work  ms  completed  during  the  year  on  20  houses  and  bungalows 
at  Roman  Drive,  Stibbington.  Work  on  this  contract  was  slow,  but  it  is 
a  most  attractive  development  with  further  land  available  for  extensions. 

The  work  of  construction  of  60  houses,  bungalows and  flats  on 
a  sloping  site  below  Yaxley  Church  was  delayed  in  the  early  stages  by  a 
shortage  of  bricks,  and  changes  had  to  be  made  in  an  endeavour  to  keep 
building  progressing.  16  Bungalows  and  28  houses  had  been  completed  by 
the  end  of  1972  and  every  effort  is  being  made  to  speed  completion. 

This  estate  has  a  central  oil  storage  system  supplying  brick  central 
warm  air  heaters.  As  a  result  of  experiments  made  at  the  planning  stage, 
it  has  been  found  possible  to  specify  the  use  of  T.V.  aerials  situated  in 
the  roof  spaces  of  the  dwellings,  thus  avoiding  the  unpleasant 
appearance  of  aerials  on  chimneys  and  gable  ends  or  the  troubles  that 
often  arise  with  central  aerial  systems. 

A  block  of  six  garages  ms  completed  at  Elton  and  plans 
prepared  for  two  further  blocks  at  Yaxley.  Further  blocks  of  garages 
will  be  required  from  time  to  time  to  help  prevent  overnight  parking  on 
estate  roads  and  front  gardens. 

Installation  of  a  small  number  of  central  heating  appliances 
continues  in  the  older  Council  houses,  at  the  tenant's  request. 

No  action  was  taken  in  proceeding  with  a  further  stage  of  the 
development  of  Council  owned  land  near  the  Church  at  Farcet,  but  this 
could  be  brought  forward  at  any  time  at  short  notice. 

Investigations  are  being  made  as  a  result  of  electrical  works 
found  necessary  at  many  of  the  older  Council  houses,  and  it  appears  that 
a  re-wiring  programme  will  be  necessary  in  the  near  future. 

;  iOUuIt  0  A  If  I  Or  AFP  HkPIiOVEtlENT 

21  Houses  were  demolished  during  the  year.  13  Demolition 
Orders  and  9  Closing  Orders  were  made.  7  Undertakings  not  to  re-let 
were  accepted.  This  increased  activity  ms  due  mainly  to  the 
availability  of  new  Council  houses  at  Yaxley  making  it  possible  to  deal 
with  sub-standard  houses  in  the  village.  In  addition  5  houses  at  Oundle 
Road,  Orton  Longueville  were  demolished  to  make  my  for  a  new  bridge  and 
roadworks,  and  5  Almshouses  at  Alwalton  were  demolished  when  they  finally 
all  became  empty.  8  other  houses  were  demolished  to  make  sites  for  new 
properties . 

Applications  were  received  for  21  Standard  Grants  and  21 
Improvement  Grants.  Improvement  work  again  does  not  show  a  dramatic 
increase,  but  the  number  of  comprehensive  schemes  is  increasing  steadily. 
2  applications  were  made  for  Qualification  Certificates. 
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There  are  no  common  lodging  houses  in  the  district,  and  no 
overcrowding  within  the  meaning  of  the  Housing  Acts. 


WATER  SUPPLY 


The  statistics  of  the  water  supply  to  the  district  are  as 

follows 


Number 

Number  of 

Population 

Number  of 

without 

houses  supplied 

Supplied 

PARISH 

Premises 

Main  Water 

from  Main 

from  Main 

A1 wait on 

113 

113 

319 

Chesterton 

53 

— 

53 

147 

Denton  &  Caldecote 

28 

3 

25 

71 

Elton 

207 

— 

207 

608 

Farcet 

414 

— 

414 

1205 

Folksworth  &  Washingley 

152 

1 

151 

365 

Glatton 

80 

1 

79 

236 

Haddon 

24 

— 

24 

70 

Holme 

176 

— 

176 

505 

M or borne 

16 

— 

16 

46 

Orton  Longueville 

806 

— 

806 

2408 

Orton  Waterville 

300 

— 

300 

811 

Sibson-eum-Stibbington 

181 

1 

180 

486 

Stilton 

400 

— 

400 

1085 

Water  Newton 

29 

— 

29 

95 

Yaxley 

1595 

1 

1594 

4222 

TOTAL 

4574 

7 

4567 

12679 

There  are  no  street  standpipes. 


Ten  samples  of  water  were  taken  during  the  year  and  were  sent 
for  bacteriological  examination.  One  unsatisfactory  sample  was  taken 
after  repair  to  a  damaged  service.  This  ms  flushed  out  and  a  satisfactory 
sample  then  resulted.  The  main  water  is  within  the  "very  hard"  category 
and  is  not  pi umbo-solvent. 

The  Fluoride  content  is  between  0.23  and  0.44  parts  per  million, 
depending  upon  the  source. 

There  are  no  public  swimming  baths  in  the  district,  but  there 
are  five  shallow  plastic  lined  beginners  pools  at  Schools  at  Holme,  Orton 
Longueville  (2),  Stilton  and  Yaxley  and  a  larger  conventional  pool  at  the 
Orton  Longueville  School.  4  water  samples  were  taken  at  School  swimming 
pools  during  the  summer  season.  One  of  these  samples  was  unsatisfactory 
and  as  it  was  near  the  end  of  the  season  the  use  of  the  pool  was 
discontinued. 
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The  Water  Undertaking  was  incorporated  into  the  South 

Lincolnshire  'Water  Board  as  from  1st  October  1968.  The  Engineer  and 

Manager  has  supplied  the  following  information !- 

11 

( a )  Quantity  of  Water  Supplied 

(i)  The  total  quantity  of  water  supplied  during  the  year 
was  237,087,000  gallons  which  was  an  increase  of 
2,94^,000  gallons  (1.3$)  on  the  quantity  supplied  in 
1971. 

(ii)  The  average  daily  consumption  during  the  year  was 
648,000  gallons. 

(iii)  The  average  daily  consumption  per  head  of  population, 
based  on  a  population  figure  of  12,700,  was  51.1 
gallons . 

(b)  Works 

During  the  year  telemetery  equipment  was  installed  at  the 
pumping  station  at  Fletton  Avenue,  Yaxley  and  Folksworth  and  the 
two  pumps  were  installed  at  Glatton  Pumping  Station. 

(c)  Mains 


The  following  table  gives  details  of  the  mains  laid  in  the 


Rural  District  during  t 

le  year 

LOCATION 

LE-  GTH  LAID  (METRES ) 

TOTAL 

METRES 

76mm 

102mm 

152mm 

Stilton,  Church  Street  estate 
Yaxley,  West  End 

Yaxley,  Windsor  Road  estate 
Folksworth,  Manor  Road  relay 

Orton  Water ville,  New  Road  Estate 
Holme,  Holme  wood  estate 

Yaxley,  Mere  View  estate 

558 

208 

120 

343 

78 

534 

48 

722 

310 

420 

80 

1,280 

518 

120 

343 

78 

534 

548 

TOTALS 

1,889 

1,452 

80 

3,421 

(d)  Water  Quality 


The  vast  majority  of  the  water  supplied  to  the  Rural  District 
originated  from  the  source  works  at  Wilsthorpe,  Etton  and 
Tallington  and  the  chemical  analyses  results  indicate  a  water 
which  conforms  to  the  International  and  European  WHO  Standards 
for  drinking  water  with  respect  to  chemical  content.  Regular 


12. 


■ 

■ 


. 


-  u. 


. 


■ 


•  '*  '  V  • 


. 

.■  : 

1.  , 

■ 

weekly  samples  of  ra w  and  treated  water  from  each  source  of 
supply  and  from  points  within  the  distribution  system  were 
taken  throughout  the  year  and  submitted  for  bacteriological 
examination  at  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  at  Peterborough. 

In  almost  all  cases  the  results  of  these  examinations  were 
satisfactory  but  once  again  slight  trouble  was  experienced 
from  time  to  time  with  bacteriological  pollution  of  the  raw 
water  at  the  Wilsthorpe  source.  The  chlorination  control 
equipment  installed  at  this  source  ensured  that  all  water  put 
into  supply  was  of  a  satisfactory  quality." 

As  mentioned  in  last  year’s  report,  the  Government's  proposals 
for  the  re-organisation  of  water  and  sewage  services  in  England  and  Wales 
are  that  as  from  1st  April  1974  there  will  be  10  Regional  Water  Authorities 
to  deal  with  all  aspects  of  the  hydrological  cycle  from  source  to  the  tap. 
It  is  anticipated  that  the  affect  on  this  Council’s  work  will  be  that  the 
RWA  will  deal  with  sewage  treatment  works,  but  the  District  Council  will 
maintain  most  of  the  pumping  stations  and  sewers  on  an  agency  basis. 

DRRI?TAGE 


By  the  end  of  1972  drains  from  3S55  properties  had  been 
connected  to  the  public  sewers  in  Yaxley,  Farcet,  Stilton,  Orton 
Longueville,  Orton  Waterville,  Elton,  Holme,  Sibson-cum-Stibbington, 
Alwalton,  Chesterton  and  Folksworth.  The  only  parishes  now  not  sewered 
or  for  which  schemes  are  not  in  hand  are  Denton  and  Caldecote,  Haddon, 

Mor borne  and  Water  Newton. 

2  cesspools  were  abolished  and  properties  connected,  to  the 
public  sewer.  6  pails  were  converted  to  w.cs.  4  new  septic  ta,n.ks  or 
cesspools  were  provided  in  unsewered  areas. 

The  existing  works  continue  to  give  good  samples  and  there  is 
no  pollution  of  the  River  Nene  from  foul  sewers  within  this  district. 

Owing  to  continued  development  in  the  Parish,  the  pumping  station  at  Orton 
Waterville  can  no  longer  cope  with  the  flow,  and  remedial  measures  will 
have  to  be  put  in  hand  to  avoid  surcharging  of  sewers  and  overflowing  from 
the  pumping  station.  Investigations  may  show  that  some  temporary  measures 
will  suffice,  as  in  the  long  term  it  is  possible  that  the  present  pumping 
station  can  be  dispensed  with  and  the  flow  diverted  to  large  diameter 
sewers  to  be  constructed  by  the  Peterborough  Development  Corporation.  As 
an  increased  flow  from  Orton  Waterville  affects  the  load  on  the  Orton 
Longueville  sewers,  a  connection  has  been  made  to  a  Development  Corporation 
sewer  near  Orton  Staunch,  so  that  if  necessary  the  flow  from  Orton 
Waterville  can  be  diverted. 

The  experiment  commenced  last  year,  of  introducing  lime  to 
lengthy  pumping  mains  has  worked  satisfactorily  and  has  reduced  complaints 
of  smell.  This  is,  however,  an  empirical  method  and  will  eventually  have 
to  be  replaced  by  a  scheme  of  automatic  dosing  with  checks  on  the  sewers, 
to  be  sure  that  there  are  no  residuals  that  could  cause  deterioration  in 
any  part  of  the  system. 
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Contract  No.  15  for  the  foul  sewering  of  Folksworth,  was 
completed  during  the  year.  There  was  some  delay  due  to  the  main  contractor 
going  into  liquidation,  but  fortunately  it  was  possible  to  engage  another 
contractor  to  complete  the  work,  and  this  firm  co-operated  so  well  that 
the  difficult  completion  items  we re  finished  in  an  excellent  manner. 

The  Council’s  Consulting  Engineers  continued  with  preparatory 
work  for  the  large  scheme  of  surface  water  drainage  for  the  village  of 
Yaxley.  It  is  hoped  that  all  the  complex  negotiations  will  soon  be 
completed,  so  that  the  scheme  can  commence  within  the  next  twelve  months, 
as  this  scheme  is  essential  if  the  planned  expansion  of  Yaxley  is  to 
continue. 


During  1972  the  Consultants  reported  on  alternative  schemes  for 
dealing  with  the  foul  drainage  of  the  village  of  Glatton,  and  the  decision 
was  made  to  have  a  pumping  station  in  Sawt ry  Road  which  would  pump  through 
a  rising  main  to  an  existing  treatment  works  at  Sawtry.  This  will  produce 
an  economic  scheme  that  will  fit  in  well  with  future  plans  for  the  re¬ 
organisation  of  Water  and  sewerage  services.  Boreholes  and  auger  holes 
have  been  taken  and  Planning  Permission  obtained,  so  that  work  should 
commence  in  1973* 

From  the  overall  scheme  prepared  in  1947  for  the  foul  drainage 
of  the  whole  district,  the  only  villages  now  without  such  a  facility  are 
Denton  and  Caldecote,  Haddon  and  Morborne  and  Waternewton. 

REFUSE  COLLECTION 

The  7  day  rota  of  collection  continued  as  usual  during  the 
year,  the  rota  being  maintained  over  holiday  periods  by  working  on 
Saturdays.  The  bulky^gfuse  collection  service,  operated  upon  demand, 
is  in  increasing  use/must  be  helping  to  keep  the  countryside  clear  of 
unnecessary  junk. 

A  refuse  collection  service  was  provided  over  the  Spring  Bank 
Holiday  period  for  the  many  caravans  attending  the  National  Caravan  Rally 
and  for  the  shops  and  catering  facilities.  Due  to  very  strong  winds,  the 
attendance  was  not  so  great  as  last  year. 

LAMSAC  representatives  have  examined  the  collection  scheme  and 
have  produced  revised  routes  which  will  improve  the  men’s  bonus  but 
involve  a  reduction  of  one  man.  Introduction  of  the  scheme  will  have  to 
wait  until  one  man  leaves  of  his  own  accord,  as  there  is  of  course  a  "no 
redundancy"  provision. 

MEAT  AND  FOOD  INSPECTION 


100$  inspection  of  meat  was  again  recorded  at  the  Farcet 
Slaughterhouse.  Cattle  and  pigs  killed  are  similar  in  number  to  last 
year,  but  there  was  a  considerable  reduction  in  the  number  of  sheep. 
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The  statistics  relating  to  meat  inspection  and  food  premises 
are  as  follows 


MEAT  INSPECTION 


Carcases  and  Offal  inspected  and  condemned  in  whole  or  in  part 


Cattle 

Excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Horses 

Number  killed 

110 

Nil 

4 

210 

3615 

Nn 

Number  inspected 

ALL  DISEASES  EXCEPT 
TUBERCULOSIS  AND  CYSTICERCI 

no 

Nil 

4 

210 

3615 

Nil 

Whole  carcases  condemned. 
Carcases  of  which  some  part 

Nil 

Nn 

Nil 

Nn 

2 

Nn 

or  organ  was  condemned. 
Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than 

9 

Nil 

NU 

1 

268 

Nn 

Tuberculosis  and  Cysticerci. 

TUBERCULOSIS  ONLY 

S.18 

Nil 

Nil 

0.48 

7.47 

Nn 

Whole  carcases  condemned. 
Carcases  of  which  some  part 

Nn 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

or  organ  was  condemned. 
Percentage  of  number 
inspected  affected  with 

Nn 

Nil 

Nn 

Nil 

4B 

Nil 

Tuberculosis. 

CYSTICERCI 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 

NU 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

1.33 

Nn 

or  organ  was  condemned. 
Carcases  submitted  to 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nn 

Nil 

Nn 

treatment  by  refrigeration. 
Generalised  and  totally 

Nil 

Nil 

Nn 

Nn 

Nil 

Nil 

condemned. 

Percentage  of  number 
inspected  affected  with 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nn 

Cysticerci. 

Nil 

Nil 

un 

Nn 

Nil 

Nn 

Meat  Inspection  Fees  £204.59 


FOOD  PREMISES 


Nil 

6 

4 

Nil 

4 
26 
1 

26 

15 

3 

5 
2 
2 


Number  of  Food  Premises  by  type  of  Business 


Bakehouses 

Butchers 

Cafes 

Confectioner 

Fish  and  Chips 

General 

Greengrocers 

Public  Houses  and  Clubs 

Sweets 

Poultry 

Works  Canteens 
Vegetable  Packer 
Warehouse 


94  TOTAL  PREMISES 
(none  has  been  counted 
under  more  than  one 
heading) 


FOOD  HYGIENE  REGULATIONS 


Type 

of 

Business 

Number  of 

Premises 

Number  of 
Premises 
Fitted  to 
Comply  with 
Reg.  16. 

Number  of' 

Premises 
to  which 
Reg.  19 
applies . 

Number  of 
Fremises 
Fitted  to 
Comply  xd.th 
Reg.  19. 

Butchers 

6 

6 

6 

6 

Cafes 

4 

4 

4 

4 

Fish  and  Chips 

4 

4 

4 

4 

General 

26 

26 

26 

26 

Greengrocers 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Public  Houses  and 
Clubs 

26 

26 

26 

26 

Sweets 

15 

15 

Nil 

Nil 

Poultry 

3 

3 

2 

2 

Works  Canteens 

5 

5 

5 

5 

Vegetable  Packers 

2 

2 

Nil 

Nil 

Warehouses 

2 

2 

Nil 

Nil 

94 

94 

74 

Ik 

Number  of  Inspections  of  Registered  Food  Premises:  170 
Any  new  Educational  Activity:  Nil 

method  of  Disposal  of  Condemned  Foods:  Stained  green  and  removed  by 

Contractor.  Subsequently 
treated  at  Waste  Products 
plant . 
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One  prosecution  was  taken  during  the  year,  relating  to  the 
sale  of  a  mouldy  Cream  Desert.  A  fine  of  £25  was  imposed. 

Particular  attention  x^s  given  to  the  question  of  food 
hygiene  at  the  National  Caravan  Rally  at  Alwalton  Showground  in  May. 

A  short  talk  was  given  to  food  handlers  before  the  Rally,  and  regular 
inspections  of  all  food  premises  were  made  over  the  whole  Rally  period. 
Similar  attention  was  given  to  the  East  of  England  Show  in  J uly.  It  is 
considered  particularly  important  to  ensure  that  meticulous  attention 
is  given  to  food  hygiene  on  such  occasions,  when  thousands  of  people  are 
eating  food  prepared  in  temporary  premises. 

Poultry  Packing  Premises  2 

Number  of  visits  50 

Total  number  of  birds  processed  during  the  year  70,000 

Types  of  birds  processed  69,000  Broilers 

1,000  Capons 

Percentage  of  birds  rejected  as  unfit  for  human  consumption; 

Broilers  and  Capons  average  2%  due  to  tumours  and  E.  Coli. 

There  is  a  daily  removal  by  waste  products  merchant  on  killing  days. 

There  was  a  3%  reduction  in  birds  processed  which  follows  the  trend 
towards  intensification  of  processing  in  large  units. 


FACTORIES  ACT  1961 


Premises 

Number 

on 

Register 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

Factories  without  power 

_ 

— 

— 

Factories  with  pox^/er 

40 

26 

— 

— 

Building  sites  etc. 

26 

60 

— 

*”  „  -r 

TOTAL: 

\  66 

.  86 

mmm 

Found 

Remedied 

Prosecutions 

Want  of  cleanliness 

1 

1 

- 

Sanitary  conveniences  unsatisfactory 

— 

- 

- 

TOTAL: 

1 

1 

— 

Outworkers  -  Nil 
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RODENTS  AND  VEEMIN 


The  contract  scheme  for  Rodent  Control  continued  during  the 
year,  113  premises  being  treated, (96  for  rats,  12  for  mice  and  5  for 
both  rats  and  mice).  A  test  baiting  of  sewers  was  again  carried  out, 
and  tips  and  other  Council  properties  treated  by  our  own  labour.  Most 
of  the  rodent  control  work  is  "on  complaint"  and  an  extension  to 
preventative  measures  will  be  necessary  before  there  is  much  improvement 
in  the  overall  position. 

Other  vermin  seem  to  be  well  under  control,  but  there  are 
occasional  complaints  of  infestation  by  weevils  and  beetles  which  require 
careful  investigation  and  treatment. 

NOISE 

This  is  a  subject  in  which  there  is  an  increasing  interest. 
There  are,  fortunately,  not  too  many  complaints  of  undue  noise  in  this 
district,  but  when  they  do  arise  they  are  quite  often  time  consuming 
technical  problems.  A  simple  noise  meter  was  purchased  this  year  and 
a  start  made  on  compiling  records  of  ambient  noise  levels. 

MISCELLANEOUS 

45 SO  visits  were  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors,  as 

follows 

New  Buildings  197 

Sewers  and  Drains  179 

Rodents  21 

Refuse  Collection  102 

Water  supply  17 

Council  Houses  337 

Infectious  Disease  79 

Meat  and  Food  335 

Housing  and  Public  Health  Acts  121 

The  79  visits  in  respect  of  Infectious  Diseases  includes 
14  visits  made  in  connection  with  one  confirmed  case  of  food  poisoning 
and  56  visits  made  in  connection  with  6  confirmed  cases  of  dysentery. 

The  remaining  9  visits  were  in  respect  of  5  cases  of  suspected  food 
poisoning  which  were  not  confirmed  by  bacteriological  examination  of 
specimens. 


Caravans  16 

Council, Committee  Conference  57 

Vermin  9 

Interviews  2967 

Factories  26 

Miscellaneous  113 

Offices,  Shops  and  Kail way 
Premises  4 
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As  this  is  my  last  Annual  Report  to  the  Norman  Cross  Rural 
District  Council  I  should  like  to  express  my  thanks  to  all  the  Members, 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  all  the  staff  for  their  help  and 
consideration  during  twenty  three  busy  years.  I  wish  particularly  to 
thankny  Deputy,  Mr.A.E.  Bennett,  whose  dilegence  and  calmness  has 
assisted  me  greatly. 

The  record  of  the  Council  in  environmental  improvement  must 
be  rated  as  good  when  it  is  considered  that  in  1947  there  was  a  water 
supply  only  in  the  larger  villages,  no  main  sewers  and  no  refuse 
collection.  The  standard  of  housing  at  that  time  is  perhaps  best 
described  as  ’low*  .  There  was  one  village  with  20 %  of  houses  in  the 
"Unfit"  grade.  There  were  only  B7  Council  owned  dwellings  and  no 
regular  programme  of  maintenance.  In  1973  there  is  water  at 
satisfactory  pressure  in  every  village  (and  in  the  outlying  Fen  Areas), 
foul  sewers  in  all  but  six  of  the  smallest  villages  and  a  regular  weekly 
refuse  collection.  The  standard  of  privately  owned  houses  has  improved 
to  such  an  extent  that  it  is  now  a  difficult  question  to  decide  whether 
a  defective  property  shall  be  demolished  or  if  it  is  worth  improving, 
even  at  to-day's  high  building  prices.  The  Council  now  own  over  700 
properties  with  the  older  ones  brought  to  an  improved  standard. 

There  is,  however,  still  much  to  be  done,  and  nei^  fields  to 
conquer.  I  hope  that  the  new  Huntingdon  District  Council,  to  which  I 
have  been  fortunate  enough  to  be  appointed  Director  of  Environmental 
Health,  will  be  able  to  continue  with  the  good  works  after  the  1st 
April  1974* 


J-i 


Surveyor  and  Public  Health  Inspector. 
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